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7 
No. 17. 
Lord Lyons to Earl Granville.—(Received July 5.) 


E 
(No. 644.) 
My Lord, Paris, July 4, 1881. 


THIS afternoon, in speaking of the troubles at Sfax, M. Barthélemy St. Hilaire 
observed to me that matters might become very serious if outbursts of fanaticism should 
be provoked among the Arabs in Tripoli and should spread to the tribes in Tunis. 

The Porte had sent some troops to Tripoli, and it appeared to have assembled a naval 
and military force in Crete with a view to dispatching it to the same place. There were 
also various indications that the Turks, with or without the sanction of the Porte, were 
striving to stir up Mussulman feeling in Tripoli, and even in the Regency of Tunis. 

M. Barthélemy St. Hilaire added that he had thought it necessary to address to the 

Porte a serious warning on the subject. 


I hve, &e. 

(Signed) LYONS. 
EEE ee 
No. 18. 

E Lord Lyons to Earl Granville—(Recetved July 5.) 
(No. 645.) 
My Lord, Paris, July 4, 1881. 


I SPOKE to M. Barthélemy St. Hilaire this afternoon, in the sense of your 
Lordship’s despatch No. 618 of the 30th ultimo, respecting the inconvenience of the 
arrangement by which M. Roustan, who has been made the intermediary between the 
Government of Tunis and the foreign Representatives there, is the same officer with 
whom, as French Consul-General, the ordinary Consular business of Great Britain and 
other Powers, including the exercise of Consular jurisdiction, will have to be conducted. 

I adverted to what I had said to his Excellency on this subject by your Lordship’s 
order on the 23rd of last month. I observed that the notice which he had caused to be 
published in the newspapers confirmed the interpretation given by your eo in 
Parliament as to the extent to which the privileges of foreign Representatives in ‘Tunis 
were affected by M. Roustan’s appointment, and by the new order of things in the 
Regency. I added, however, that your Lordship had remarked that the notice did not 
meet the point of inconvenience which might be created by the union of the Consular 
office with the other functions assigned to M. Roustan. 

M. Barthélemy St. Hilaire said that he had not failed to note what I had said to 
him before on the subject; and that he was considering the means of establishing a 


satisfactory organization. 


T have, &c. 

(Signed) LYONS. 
a 
No. 19, 

E Lord Lyons to Earl Granville —(Received July 5.) 
(No. 646.) | | 
My Lord, Paris, July 4, 1881. 


WITH reference to my despatch No. 561 of the 7th ultimo, | have the honour to 
report to your Lordship that 1 had this afternoon some further conversation with 
M. Barthélemy St. Hilaire respecting the visit to Paris of Mustapha Pasha, the Tunisian 
Prime Minister. 

M. Barthélemy St. Hilaire said that it had been arranged that Mustapha Pasha 
was not to come here on a mission of any kind, but simply on a visit. The character of a 
simple visitor had been maintained by the Pasha throughout. He had given assurances on 
the part of the Bey, and on his own part, of the most friendly feelings towards France, and 
of the firmest determination to observe implicitly the Treaty of the 12th May ; but he had 
not made any attempt to obtain a modification of the Treaty. 

M. Barthélemy St. Hilaire proceeded to authorize me to inform your Lordship that 
no negotiation whatever had taken place with Mustapha Pasha, and that no modification 
whatever of the Treaty, or of the state of things established by it, had been made. 
| He said that Mustapha Pasha would stay to dine with the President of the wee 
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Tryon, of Her Majesty’s ship ‘‘ Mouarch,’ dated the 2nd instant, from Goletta, relative to 
the outbreak at Sfax. 


; Iam, &c. 
(Signed) E. N. SWAINSON. 


a) 


Inclosure | in No. 42. 
Captain Tryon to Vice-Admiral Sir B. Seymour. 


Sir, “ Monarch,” at Goletta, July 2, 1881. 

THE telegram from Suza which announced an outbreak at Sfax of a serious nature, 
took all here by surprise. On the 26th the condition of affairs was thus: Arab tribes in 
very considerable numbers were known to be outside Sfax; they had asked permission 
of the townspeople to enter it with the view of opposing the arrival of troops. No danger 
to the residents at their hands was apprehended. ‘I'he determination of the Arabs to 
oppose French or Tunisian troops was firmly expressed. 

2. On the 27th, the “Chacal,” a small French gun-vessel, arrived; the inhabitants 
began to embark. The “Chacal” sent two or three boats armed, it is reported, to cover 
their embarkation, which was in process. The ‘Chacal’s” boats were fired at by the 
Arabs. The French boats prudently withdrew without firing, and to that we are probably 
indebted that no further loss of life occurred, and the embarkation of a!l Europeans and 
Jews was completed. 

3. A boat from one of the Bey’s vessels sent for water was also fired at with effect 
and driven off. The Maltese who, it is reported, was killed, had gone from one of the 
vessels afloat to the shore with the view of obtaining provisions, &c. ; he incautiously used 
some expressions with reference to the French, and was killed. 

4. It is said that the French Consul’s house was attacked, the flagstaff and flag thrown 
down, and he and two Frenchmen were wounded on shore. The Governor fled, and it is 
said the Captain of the fort now commands the town in insurrection. 

5. Simultaneously with the above information came that telling us that all Europeans 


’ and Jews were afloat. 
6. If “ Monarch” went to Sfax, “ Maria Pia” would come also ; if “‘ Condor” went 


“ Cariddi”’ would go, &c. 

7. It was possible that if our presence were accepted in a friendly light by the Arabs, 
it might encourage them to resist; if, on the other hand, we appeared to them to be 
involved adversely to them, the lives of all Jews and Christians along the coast might be 
endangered. 

8 1 felt that it was probable that the French naval officer would consider it necessary 
to strike a blow. On the afternoon of the 30th, 800 or 1,000 Tunisian troops would arrive 
by the “‘ Manoubia,” a French packet. 

9. It is openly stated that these men when at Tunis, and when embarking, expressed 
freely their determination not to fight against their countrymen. 

10. Much therefore as I desire to act in the interest of humanity and to alleviate 
distress whether at the port to which I am sent, or, on my own responsibility, beyond it, I 
felt it would be safer for others not to appear on the scene. 

11. A glance at the Table attached giving dates of information at different ports, will 
show how probable it 1s that the inopportune appearance of a small gun-vessel on the spot 
coupled with the dispatch of so insignificant a force as fifty men, whose approach was 
known to be:insurgents,, precipitated matters. 

12. There does not appear to be hostility on the part of the Arabs towards Europeans 
or Jews generally, and, on the other hand, the Europeans and Jews here are a race subject 
to panic, and there are symptoms that this condition displayed itself, and tended to produce 
that which I fear has caused much distress and the loss of much property. 

13. The people that have arrived here left everything behind them. Mr. Levy, when 
at Enfida, assures me that the Convention against the Arabs was sent to those there and 
in the neighbourhood. He saw it, and it was a Convention agreed to by Arab tribes, 
wide-spread, against the Bey and the French, and not in any way against Europeans 
generally, and I hear from several high quarters that this is so; ordinary panic rumours 
are, to the contrary, that some of the Arabs entering Sfax, did so calling a Holy War. 
This is, happily, quite inconsistent with what they did. 

14, The Arabs now express regret that they allowed Europeans and Jews to embark, 
for they say: “If we had kept them in the town, the French could not fire on it.” 
[ have, &c. 
(Signed) G. TRYON. 
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Inclosure in No. 154. 
Colonel Brackenbury to Mr. Adams. 


Sir, Paris, August 20, 1881. 

| I HAVE hitherto refrained from making any report as to the numbers of troops sent 
from France to Africa since the commencement of the military operations, because 4 
official information relating to effective strength and movements of troops is withheld, and 
because the information contained in the press has been meagre and unsatisfactory. 

But I find in the “Clairon” of to-day an article, of which I inclose a copy, giving @ 
list of the regiments of infantry that have furnished battalions for Tunis and Algeria. If 
this list is, as J believe it to be, correct, there are now more than 100 battalions of infantry 
in Africa, including the 35 battalions of Zouaves, Tirailleurs Algériens, Infanterie Légére 
d'Afrique, and Légion Etrangére. Of these, about 70 battalions have been furnished by 
the infantry of the 18 corps d’armée in France. 

Estimating the battalions at from 450 to 500 strong, there are therefore about 
50,000 infantry now in Africa, a force which, with the cavalry, artillery, and auxiliary 
troops, goes far to make up the number of 70,000 men which, on the 11th April last, 
the Chef du Cabinet of the Minister of War told me would be required in the event of a 
rising in Algeria (as reported in my despatch of that date). 

There are 144 regiments of infantry of the line, only 54 of which have furnished 
troops for Africa, so that should more infantry be required it can be obtained from the 
90 untouched regiments, without mobilization, in the same manner as the later reinforce- 
ments have been obtained, viz., by transferring into the 4th battalion of each regiment 
the men found most physically fit in the whole regiment, and sending *that baftalion 
on service, leaving three battalions and two depot fee. of each regiment in France. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) HENRY BRACKENBURY. 


nnn SEE EEE EERIE EERE 
No. 155. 
Mr. Adams to Earl Granville.—(Received August 22.) 


(No. 781.) 
My Lord, Paris, August 21, 1881. 


I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith to your Lordship, extracted from the 


: 
| 
| 


e 
a a a ae 


unofficial “Temps ” newspaper dated this day, a Circular letter ad ed by the Minister — | 


of the Interior to the Préfets, informing them that by the Treaty of the 12th May, 1881, 
Tunisian subjects in France, as well as in foreign countries, are placed under the protection 
of the French authorities. 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) F, O. ADAMS. 


spit 
Inclosure in No. 155. 
Extract from the “ Journal le Temps” of August 21, 188). 


LE Ministre de I’Intérieur et des Cultes a envoyé aux Préfets la lettre suivante :— 


“M. le Préfet, 

“ Le Traité conclu le 12 Mai, 1881, entre le Gouvernement de la République et le 
Bey de Tunis a eu pour conséquence de placer les Tunisiens, en France, sous la protectioB 
des autorités Francaises, et 4 I’étranger sous celle de nos Agents Diplomatiques et 
Consulaires. 

“ M. le Ministre des Affaires Etrangéres m’a fait savoir que, conformément a ces 
dispositions, le Bey avait relevé de leurs fonctions les Agents Diplomatiques et Consulaires 
qu’il entretenait a |’étranger. 

« En conséquence, les nationaux de la Régence établis ou de passage en France; et 
notamment les capitaines de navire que leurs opérations commerciales améneraient d 
nos ports, sont tenus désormais de s’adresser directement aux autorités Frangaises pou® 

- Paccomplissement des formalités qui étaient remplies jusqu’ici par les autorités Consulaire> 


91 
No. 173. 
M. Challemel-Lacour to Earl Granville—(Received August 29.) 


M. le Comte, Londres, le 25 Aoit, 1881. 

M. LE Vice-Amiral, Commandant-en-chef |’Escadre de la Méditerranée, et le Contre- 
Amiral, Commandant la Division Navale du Levant, ont signalé au Ministre de la Marine 
Vattitude pleine de courtoisie et de cordialité de M. le Capitaine George Tryon, du batiment 
se Anglais ‘‘ Monarch,” lors des derniers événements qui se sont produits sur la cdte 

e Tunisie. 

M. le Capitaine Tryon, qui n’a cessé d’entretenir, en toutes circonstances, avec nos 
Officiers, les meilleures relations, s’est montré au moment de la prise de Sfax particuliére- 
Ment empressé a venir, par tous les moyens en son pouvoir, en aide & no¢ blessés, aux- 
quels il a témoigné une sollicitude dont l’Amiral Garnault a été profondément touché. 

Pour satisfaire au désir qui m’est exprimé par M. le Ministre de la Marine, je prie 
votre Excellence de vouloir bien faire parvenir au Capitaine Tryon l’assurance de la 
— gratitude que ses procédés généreux ont inspiré au Gouvernement de la Répu- 

ue. 


Veuillez, &c. 


(Signé) P. CHALLEMEL-LACOUR. 
eee SSS 
No. 174. 

N Mr. Reade to Earl Granville—(Received August 29.) 
0. 89.) 
Re. Tunis, August 29, 1881. 


M. ROUSTAN has informed me of his intention of proceeding to France by the 
illes packet which leaves to-morrow. He expects to return in the course of three 
or four weeks. 


eC ee Lee ee a ae eee ee 


No. 175. 
Mr. Reade to Earl Granville-—(Received August 30.) 


{Extender of Telegram No. 86.) 
y Lord, Tunis, August 21, 1881. 

I HAVE the honour to report, with reference to my telegram No. 85 of the 17th,. 
that the murderer of the Maltese at Susa was tried, convicted, and publicly executed 
yesterday. 

_ have, &c. 
(Signed) THOS. F. READE. 


0 NENT n nen, a 


No. 176. 
Mr. Reade to Earl Granville.—(Received August 30.) 


(Extender of Telegram No. 87.) 
My Lord, Tunis, August 22, 1881. 
A CIRCULAR addressed by M. Roustan to the foreign Representatives informs the 
latter that M. Lequeux, the French Consul at this place, has been charged by his 
M vernment with the direction of all French Consular affairs in the Regency, and that 
- Roustan’s own functions will henceforth be limited to those which have reference to 
the political or diplomatic department of his office. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) THOS. F. READE. 


en Fe as i ae es ee” 
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On the 21st of the past month, two columns of French troops, each 1,200 strong 


_ and accompanied by a field battery of six guns, proceeded, one in the direction of 


amet, and the other in that of Zaghwan. 

On arriving at the Khanga, an extensive wooded ravine situated only a few miles 
from Hamamet, the first-mentioned column encountered a force of from 6,000 to 8,000 
Arabs, and a skirmishing engagement was immediately entered upon between them which 
lasted during the greater part of four days, when, finding that their communications with 
Tunis and the Goletta were cut off, the French retreated to Hamamlymph, a strategical 
point 10 miles distant from this city. The French loss is estimated at 20 killed and 50 
wounded, that of the Arabs at treble that amount. A battalion of French troops was, on 
the following day, transported by sea from the Goletta to Hamamet, where they landed 
on the 31st ultimo, and immediately occupied the town. 

The column which started for Zaghwan arrived in three days at Mugrin, about 


30 miles south of Tunis, without encountering any serious opposition. Two convoys, 


however, of carts with military stores were attacked by Arabs while proceeding to join, 
the said column, their horses being carried off and some of the drivers (including one 
Maltese) killed. 

Seventeen hundred troops from Toulon landed at the Goletta yesterday, and several 
thousand more are expected. 

Preparations are apparently made for a regular campaign, of which the City of 
Kairwan is reported to be the main object. Susa, it is also said, is to be militarily 
occupied, with a view to facilitate operations. After capture of Kairwan, the French 
army will, it is believed, proceed in a south-westerly direction, invading the Zlass and 
other tribes until it is joined by a division which, it is further alleged, is to march towards 
it from Tibissa or some other point of the Algerine frontier. 

Sy Ali Bey’s camp, which started some days ago for the interior, and arrived at 
Mzas el Bab, a station on the Tunis and Bone-Guelma line, distant 40 miles from this 
city, has received orders to halt at that place. No reliance whatever appears to be 
placed in the assistance or co-operation of the Bey’s forces, and it is not therefore likely 
that this camp will proceed further. 

Operations are to be hurried on, in anticipation of the heavy autumnal rains which 
Will make the roads impracticable for the passage of artillery and carts with camp 
€quipage and other military stores. 

But for the difficulties of transport (and these, it is presumed, will in due time be 
Overcome) the central provinces of the country will be speedily overrun by the invading 
army, and, supposing that the campaign is seriously engaged in, Kairwan, one of the 
great strongholds of Islam, will fall, in spite of all the efforts of her faithful but 
impuissant defenders to avert the catastrophe. 

The goodwill, however, and affection of the natives will remain unconquered, and a 
State of chronic insecurity and disorder will be brought about which will involve the 
hecessity of a permanent military occupation of the whole Regency. 

Of the evils resulting from such a campaign the peaceful inhabitants of the soil 
will be the principal victims. The more warlike or fighting Arabs will, for the most 
Part, escape, | 

If, on the other hand, satisfied with their past achievements and the political 
ascendancy that has been established in the country, the French forces were withdrawn 
from the Tunisian territory, the former condition of peace and tranquillity would, [ am 
convinced, be immediately restored, and the Bey’s authority replaced on a permanent 
and satisfactory basis. ‘This, however, our past experience can hardly justify us in 

oping for, and the look-out is certainly a very gloomy one. 
I have, &e. 
(Signed) THOS. F. READE. 


Oe HHHtH]HHHtIHCHMIMHCTCOCTTETETTS LLL 


No. 196. 
The Secretary to the Admiralty to Sir J. Pauncefote-—(Received September 13.) 
Sir 3 


. Admiralty, September 12, 1881. 

~ I AM commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to request you 
will state to Earl Granville that Commander Pusey (Her Majesty’s ship “ Bittern”) 
reports from Susa that, on the 10th instant, that place was quietly occupied by about 
2,000 French troops. 


I am, &c, 
(Signed) ROBERT HALL. 
fe 
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immediately occupied by the above force; a portion of it was knocked down, and the 
Temainder loopholed and put into a condition of defence. 

All this was done without the knowledge or consent of the owner, and in the absence 
of any officially-declared state of siege or war constitutes, it appears to me, a violation of 
domicile which should not, in my humble opinion, be allowed to pass without protest. A 
a (of which a translation is herewith inclosed) has, in fact, been entered by 

r. Missud against this aggressive and apparently unwarranted act, and [ have given 
Official course to it; but I have, nevertheless, felt that, pending the result of that protest, 
and in view of the extraordinary circumstances that have given rise to it, it is my duty to 
bring the matter to your Lordship’s notice. 

> I have, &c. 


(Signed) THOS. F. READE. 


a ee 


Inclosure in No. 206. 


Protest of Mr. Antonio Missud, British subject, against forcible Seizure and Occupation by 
French Troops of a Farm belonging to him. 
(Translation.) ia 

ANTONIO MISSUD, British subject, fand-owner, residing in Tunis, has the honour 
to bring to your notice— 

That he is the owner of an enshir (farm) at the Shusha, on the road that leads to 
Hammamlymph ; 

That in the said enshir there is a dwelling-house ; 

That on Wednesday afternoon, the “th instant, the said enshir and the house were 
occupied by French troops ; ; ks 

That the next morning, your petitioner having gone to the place in order to verify 
the above circumstance, he had the misfortune of finding that, besides taking possession 
of ihe enshir and house, the French had begun to construct certain works, which 
completely alter the premises from what they were intended to be, and this has been done 
in such a way that your petitioner is thereby considerably damaged ; 

That, in addition to the damages already sustained in consequence of the new works 
which have been completed, and those which the French have declared their intention still 
to undertake for the purposes of defence, the petitioner begs to state that he has been 
deprived of the right of enjoying and disposing of his property according to his own free 
Will, and that, consequently, he has to suffer considerable loss, especially as he is obliged 
to hire some other locality in which to shelter his animals ; : 

That, without entering into the merits of the action exercised to his prejudice or, 
qualifying the procedure adopted with regard to him, a foreign subject—putting aside all 
juridical appreciation of this special case—while making a plain statement of facts, he 
declares to protest, as he does hereby formally protest, against whomsoever it may concern, 
for all losses or damages which he has already suffered or may hereafter suffer, and, 
reserving to himself in the most ample manner any right he may have of pursuing another 
course of action, begs that, if it should so be considered fit, a copy of this protest may be 
transmitted to the French Consulate-General, to be notified to the general commander of 
the military force, and another copy to the Government of His Highness the Bey of Tunis, 


for the ends of justice. 
(Signed) BENSASSON. 
Tunis, September 9, 1881. 
en Tae oT ae 
| No. 207. 
The Secretary to the Admiralty to Sir J. Pauncefote.—(Received September 19.) 


Admiralty, September 17, 1881. 

1 AM commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to request you wilk 

State to the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs that, it being considered desirable that 

er Majesty's ship “ Monarch » chould be ordered to Malta for a week to give leave to her 

Ship’s Company, the following arrangement has been made to secure Captain Tryon’s con- 

tinuance on the coast of Tunis, and the temporary replacement of the “ Monarch” by 
another iron-clad : i 

On the 25th instant the “ Thunderer,” iron-clad, and the “ Helicon,” dispatch vessel, 

Will leave Gibraltar for Goletta. On their arrival at that port, or wherever the “ Monarch™ 


Sir 


1li 


Inclosure in No. 209. 
Vice-Consul Galea to Mr. Reade. 


Sir, Susa, September 10, 1881. 
I HAVE the honour to make the following report regarding the country :— 

Sth.—Yesterday about 500 soldiers and villagers left Kala Grande to join Bilwaar, 
the Governor of the Uled Said tribe, and as he wrote to the Kala to send fifty artillery- 
men with them, it is supposed they have some cannons with them; they are to march 
to Smingia behind Zirwan. At the Kala they have made several entrenchments. 
To-day the Headmen would not ellow the villagers to come to Susa, as they expected the 
French to land. Ali-bin-Amer is Bey of the village and Bin Mabrook is Bey of the 
Soldiers at the Kala. They are obliging the Headmen to sell oil so as to be able to buy 
Sunpowder, and I have been assured that the powder General Baccoush divided among 
the villages is being sold to the insurgents at 5 prs. a pound; in Susa a person had some 
Powder which he sold at 10 prs. per pound. 

The “ Etandar” arrived from the coast. A mile from Susa some Arabs attacked 
three carts loaded with cotton goods and three camels ; the goods, mules, and camels were 
taken, and the drivers were left unmolested. 

_ 6th September.—Ali-bin-Misci, at Kairwan, received letters from Ali-bin-Hlifa, telling 
m to collect all his forces and march on Kairwan, and to keep firm, because there was a 
Strong Turkish force on this side of the border of Tripoli. 

There are several Susa people, especially Headmen, who show malcontent, and declare 
penly that if the French land they will shut the gates of the town, and if this happens 
the French will certainly fire on and destroy the town. 

It is reported that the Arabs of Zlass carried to Kairwan over 100 dead from the 
engagement at the Hanga; therefore the other tribes must also have suffered some 
OSses. 

.  Bilwaar sent a courier to the Kala telling them to march on Erbain, as the Zuawa, 
Nregular soldiers of the Bey, had joined them. 

The French Vice-Consul on hearing this made it known to the commander of the 
“Etandar,” who left for Hamemet to inform the troops. 

Yesterday night the villagers and soldiers of Gemel slept at the Kala, and this 
Morning left to join Bilwaar at the Enfida, and they also expect the villagers of Muknin, 
all by the order of Bilwaar. 

Yesterday General Baccouch gave a cantar of powder to the villagers of Hergla, and 
°n returning they were attacked by the villagers of Hamem, who took the powder and 
their arms and also the Shiekh prisoner. 

It is clear from the different reports that the Zuawa have joined the insurgents. 

7th—A Moorish woman told a Maltese family that the Bishop of the town was 
gathering a number of villagers in the town to offer resistance to the French should they 
attempt to land here. 

“Reine Blanche” arrived yesterday and left to-day for Sfax; two gun-boats arrived 
yesterday ; the French postal steamer arrived to-day, having landed two batteries of 
artillery and cavalry at Hamemet. 

Yesterday two of the villagers of Hamem, who had assaulted the Hergla people and 
Stolen their powder, were arrested in Susa ; these two individuals had entered a saint house, 
but General Baccouch ordered them to be taken out, and they received 500 lashes each 
and were put in prison. ; 

[t is known on good authority that the Zuawa of the Bey have gone right over to the 
Arabs, a number deserted, others went to Kairwan, and the remainder went to the Enfida, 
4nd Bilwaar made a fortification with the cannons; therefore his reason for sending to the 

ala for artillerymen. 

A Frenck column marched from Hamemet to Erbain without meeting either the camp 
of the Bey or the Arabs. The Arabs are marching in two-columns; one on the camp of 
Sidi Ali Bey and the other on Kairwan. 

Yesterday the captain of the ‘‘ Reine Blanche,’’ with General Baccouch and the 
French Vice-Consul, had a long conference, and General Baccouch insisted on the “ Reine 

nche”” bombarding the Kala Grande, and the captain was of the opinion to do 

So, but the Vice-Consul maintained that it should not take place because it would make a 

Steat impression on the citizens of Susa, and as there were no troops something serious 

‘ght happen; therefore it was suspended. Yesterday a cutter from the French vessel 

took the soundings all along the shore for about a mile in front of the town, and this 
{ i268] 2G 


113 


and sow their grain, and this in the coming year will cause a general famine in the 
gency, and then sickness will follow, and also other serious consequences. 
I have, &c. 


| (Signed) =” W. GALEA. 
EE NCC n nc nn 
No. 210, 


(N Mr. Reade to Earl Granville.—(Received September 20.) 
o. 100. 
My Lord, Tunis, September 14, 1881. 

BY telegraph on the 12th instant I had the honour to report the appointment of 
Sy Mohamed Kasnadar, an ex-Prime Minister of the Bey, to the offices of Prime Minister 
and Minister for Foreign Affairs, in the place of Sy Mustapha-ben-Ismail, whose resigna- 
tion of those offices has been accepted by His Highness. 

This change is the immediate consequence of a telegram which it is known the Bey 
had received from M. Roustan, and has given general satisfaction, notwithstanding the 
ears which are entertained in some quarters that its object has been chiefly to whitewash 
the reputation of others far more responsible than the late Minister was for all the evils 
that have befallen this country. ; 

The new Minister, although upwards of 80 years of age, is endowed with great 
€nergy of character, and, judging from his past administration, there is no doubt that, if 
eft to the guidance of his own will, he will rule the country in a manner to satisfy 
the wishes of the people generally. Being the possessor of great wealth, his requirements 
do not, as in the case of others who have preceded him in office, take the form of 
€xtortionate contributions from the natives. He is fully alive, however, to the difficulties 
of the situation, and but for the importunities of his friends and the repeated injunctions 
of the Bey, which it was impossible for him to disregard, no conceivable object would have 

en strong enough to induce him to return to power. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) THOS. F. READE. 


enn 


No. 211. 


Sir J. Pauncefote to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, Foreign Office, September 20, 1881. 

. WITH reference to the appointment of Captain Tryon upon the Commission to inquire 

into the circumstances attending the bombardment of Sfax, and the claims arising there- 

Out, I am directed by Earl Granville to submit, for the consideration of the Lords 
mmissioners of the Admiralty, that it would be desirable to furnish that officer with 

Confidential instructions for his guidance during the inquiry. 

The Commission is not at present authorized to award compensation, but it will be 
the duty of Captain Tryon to take measures, in concert with the British Vice-Consul at 
Sfax, to bring before it all the evidence obtainable in support of the British reclamations. 

The French Minister for Foreign Affairs, in his note to Mr. Adams of the 12th 
August last (which will be found at page 5 of the inclosed correspondence), expressly 
reserved the consideration of the consequences which might flow from the Report of the 
Commission. It may be that, in the view of the French Government, the Bey of Tunis 
Should be held responsible for some of the losses sustained. 

As regards the liability of the French Government, I am to offer the following 
Temarks :— 

The general question of the liability of a Government to make compensation te 
neutrals under such circumstances was carefully considered on the occasion of the 
bombardment of Greytown by the United States’ forces in 1854. Her Majesty’s Govern- 
ment were then advised by the Law Officers of the Crown that where one State proceeds 
to acts of hostility against the territory of another, whether with or without a formal 

€claration of war, the subjects of a third or neutral Power, who may be residing in the 
State which is attacked and under its protection, cannot be in a better position than its 
©wn subjects; neither can their presence operate to restrain the full exercise of’ the 

lligerent rights of the attacking Power, which undoubtedly would be the case if the 
attacking Power were liable to make compensation for damage done to subjects of a 
Reutral State, as distinguished from the subjects of the Powers against which it exercised. 
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les ont passé et chez le Cadi de Sfax, et que les registres de ce magistrat sont intacts, 
la Commission propose qu’il soit fait auprés du Gouvernement du Son Altesse le Bey 
telle démarche A qui de droit, afin d’obtenir que toutes facilités soient données aux 


| intéregsés pour se faire délivrer une expédition des actes en question. 


_ 2. La Commission décide, en outre, a Vunanimité, qu’il n’est pas de sa compétence 
@examiner les réclamations qui auront pour objet les propriétés ou les bestiaux placés en 
chors des dépendances immédiates de la ville. 

3. Enfin, la Commissiou décide que M. le Gouverneur de Sfax sera prié de lui faire 
délivrer par le notaire Tunisien attaché 4 la Douane, un relevé présentant la valeur 
totale de marchandises de toute nature importées et exportées par les réclamants 
Pendant les dix-huit mois précédents. Puis, en attendant le complément de renseigne- 
Ments, qui lui est nécessaire pour émettre un avis sur les demandes des Sieurs Luigi 

betta et William Carleton, la Commission entend le Sieur Giorgio Tapia au sujet des 


réclamations qu’il a présentées, 


La séance est levée 2 5 heures, et la continuation de l’enquéte remised demain 


8 heures du matin, pour l’audition du Sieur Carleton, et du Sieur Robino Azulai, sujet 


Autrichien, et du Sieur Halifa Zanzuri, sujet Belge. 
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No. 214. 
The Secretary to the Admiralty to Mr. Lister.—(Received September 23.) 


(Confidential.) 
Sir, Admiralty, September 22, 1881. 

I. AM commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to acknowledge the 
receipt of your letter, dated the 20th instant, relative to the confidential instructions which 
Should be issued to Captain Tryon as a member of the Sfax Commission, and | am to 
request you will inform Earl Granville that directions in accordance with his Lordship’s 
Wishes have this day been transmitted to Captain Tryon. 


Lam, &c. 
(Signed) ROBERT HALL. 
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No. 215. 
Sir J. Drummond Hay to Earl Granville—(Received September 24.) 


(No. 81. Confidential.) 
My Lord, Tangier, September 15, 1881. 

HADJ MOHAMMED BARGASH, a son of Cid Mohammed Bargash, who has just 
arrived from Rabat, where his father has remained since his return from the Court, called 
upon me yesterday. He informed me, confidentially, that he had been commissioned by 
the Sultan to proceed to Europe to make various purchases for His Majesty ; and that, 
after visiting Paris and Brussels, he should go to England to make inquiry regarding the 
prices of steamers and to obtain plans, and that he would then return to the Moorish 
Court, to submit them to the Sultan. : 

In reply to my inquiries as to the kind of ships the Sultan required, and the object 
His Majesty had in view, he said that His Majesty required two steamers of about 
1,200 tons or more, for the purpose of carrying troops, provisions, and ammunition of war 
from one part of his dominions to another, as the expense of conveyance by land was very 
great, and that these vessels should be capable of carrying rifled guns of a small size, which 
might be useful in protecting troops on landing against a rebel tribe. 

[ inquired whether he thought that one of the objects which the Sultan had in view 
was to open a port on the southern coast to trade, and that these ships were required to. 
convey troops, provisions, &c. He replied that he thought that was the chief service in 
which they would be engaged. He requested me, however, to keep secret that he had 
expressed any opivion on the subject. 

I inquired whether the Sultan had received tidings, at the time that he was at the 
Court, of a negotiation having taken place between the French Consul at Mogador and 
Cid Hosein Ben-el-Hashem, the Marabet of Ait Amran, about opening a trade on that 
Coast with French vessels. 

He replied that tidings had been received of these intrigues some time ago, and that 
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Inclosure in No. 220. 
Captain Tryon to Vice-Admiral Sir B. Seymour. 


Sir, “ Monarch,” at Sfax, September 18, 1881. 

I HAVE the honour to report that my information up to this date leaves the 
Condition of affairs at Tunis unchanged, with a French column at Zaghouan, and others at 
Hammam-lymph, Hammamett, Susa, Sfax, and Gabes. ‘The positions are held easily 
enough, but beyond their range no one can go. 

2. Ali Ben Halifa sent a communication to the townspeople here yesterday which 
Was considered to be of sufficient importance for the French force to prepare for an 
attack to-morrow, and for that part of the Mitelite tribes that had submitted to close the 
town, He is but a few miles off, but it is obvious, unless he desires to attack Arabs who 
have submitted, or Moors in the gardens (cultivated grounds) without the city, he is 
powerless with the means at his disposal, so far as the attack he proposes on the city is 
concerned, even if the Moors joined him, which is most improbable, and he is far too 
_ astute to try it. 

3. Her Majesty’s ship “Falcon” is stationed at Tunis, and the “ Bittern” on the 
east coast of Tunis, north of the Kerkenahs. 

4, Ten battalions are expected to arrive at once at Goletta; other changes, such as 
General Logerot’s replacing M. Roustan, are reported, but I only refer to this, as, long 
before this arrives, its truth will be proved or disproved. 

5. I cannot hear of the arrival of cavalry, a description of foree that would, I think, 
be most valuable in this country, usually so open, and where the force opposed to it, 
either infantry or mounted, would be quite unequal to meeting them, and where the 
troops are outmarched three-fifths of daily distance at least. 

6. The Sfax Commission continues to sit daily. 

I have, &e. 
(Signed) G. TRYON. 
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No. 221. 


Earl Granville to Lord Lyons. 
(No. 946.) 
My Lord, Foreign Office, September 30, 1881. 

THE reports which have reached Her Majesty’s Government in the course of the 
last few weeks from Tunis have been such as to cause them to feel grave apprehension 
for the safety of the Europeans on the eastern coast of that country. 

No precautions, so far as Her Majesty’s Government are able to ascertain, have 
been taken against the possible eventuality of a fanatical rising against Christians and 
Jews, which seems by no means an improbable event, if the present system of warfare 
Should be much longer protracted. | 

Under these circumstances, Her Majesty’s Government are anxious about the fate of 
British subjects residing in those territories in which hostilities are being carried on, 
and are prepared to send ships of war for their protection ; but before taking any action 
to that effect, they would be glad to be informed by the French Government whether the 
intelligence received by them is of the same character as that which bas. reached Her 
Majesty’s Government, according to which whole villages are in open revolution, trade 
is suspended, and robberies take place up to the very walls of the towns; the crops 
cannot be sown nor the olives gathered, and a famine is not unlikely to ensue. 

If these accounts are corroborated by the French official reports, it is time that 
steps should be taken for the protection of Europeans, and Her Majesty’s Government 
Will await with anxiety the reply of the French Government nae inquiry. 

Lam, &e. 


(Signed) GRANVILLE. 
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Witnesses to give evidence, and on the pressure that had notoriously been brought to 
bear on them out of doors, and not only with our united concurrence as to the absolute 


hecessity of separating evidence given as to claims from that as to other portions of the 


duty imposed on us, but in Commission also, when all were present, the liberty existed 
to recall witnesses had been asserted and assented to on several occasions. How could 
it be otherwise 2? There was no prosecutor and no defendant to bring the pros and 
cons before us. The names of the people and of their position, of the evidence that 
a ey could give, and of the opportunities they had had to acquire it were unknown 
us | 


14. Those claimants who had embarked and had gone to Tunis in the first 
steamers that left Sfax after the outbreak, and who did not return until days after the 
fall, necessarily could tell us but little compared to those who remained throughout, or 
who had special opportunities afforded them of observing occurrences. 

_ 15. We were not in a position to eall evidence sufficient to get at the whole truth 
till the Commission had at all events made great progress with its inquiry as to claims. 
To debar the Commission from recalling witnesses would put at one side 400 persons, - 
Who, M. Robin says in his draft Report, we have already examined, and this number 
includes all, or nearly all, the heads of families and of persons in position in Sfax, who 
surely should be able to give the best possible evidence, and the truth as to pillage 
could only be extracted after an exhausting examination. 

- 16. So well was this system understood, that when M. Avvocato, the Italian 
Consul, was examined, he requested to call a witness to state direct to the Commission 
what he had told M. Avvocato, and which the latter had used in a written Report. 

17. There was a difference of opinion between my Italian and French colleagues, 
and it was referred to me. I gave it as my opinion that it would be better not to 
depart from the tacit rule which we had accepted for our guidance, but to allow 
M. Avvoeato to give any evidence he thought fit, and then the President of the Com- 
mission would consider whether we should hear the witness or not. At the same time 
T was careful to say that if the witness had to testify to matter other than the claim, 
if the President preferred to delay his examination till after all evidence as to claims 
had been taken, I should concur with him. My views were entirely acquiesced in by 
every French member of the Commission, and M. Avvocato told us what he had heard 
in full, and immediately after his examination—wisely, I think—the witness he had 
referred to was examined in the matter. 

18. It is true my colleagues on the Commission have not restricted themselves so 
much as I have done as to the examining of the witness—it was simply a matter of 
discretion—especially as my Italian colleague, in the exercise of the liberty to do so, 
examined witnesses more freely than others ; and in the depositions already made will 
be found a mass of evidence on the subject. 

19. Other witnesses have been repeatedly called before the Commission without 
objection—notably, M. Mattei, the French Consul—on many occasions. 

20. There is ba one conclusion that irresistibly forces itself on my mind, it is 
that, especially since the evidence given by the Italian Consul and by David Spiteri, 
two, at least, of the French members of the Commission gave up all hopes of being 
able to sign a Report that would carry unanimity with it, and that the means of escaping 
the end were sought. 

21. In conclusion, I beg to add that, in my opinion, no more evidence was 
ae to be called by me, but I intended offering Mr. Leonardi and Mr. Galea, if 
only for the reasons of not letting it appear that I had avoided see witnesses of 
the first importance, though I was aware they could add very little, 1 anything, to 
what was already in evidence. What was intended to be done by others I know not. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) G. TRYON. 
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